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Every 15 Minutes educates 
about drunk driving danger

El Camino was the only school 
in the Sacramento area to partic-
ipate in an event called “Every 15 
Minutes” this year. The “Every 15 
Minutes” program is a preventative 
drunk driving program based on 
the previous statistic that every 15 
minutes someone in the U.S. dies in 
an alcohol related traffic collision. EC 
participates in this program biennially, 
a mock accident between two cars is 
staged in the parking lot. This year it 
was in the lot of the new Performing 
Arts Center on Eastern Avenue. 

The program started off in the 
morning simulating someone dying 
by playing a fading heartbeat over the 
intercom every 15 minutes. A highway 

patrol officer, a few chaplains, the 
grim reaper, would escort students out 
of the classroom and into the small 
gym. After all the students “died”, 
they were taken to a hotel to stay the 
night away from their families and 
friends, without their electronics. 

This demonstration was timed 
perfectly on April 24, right before 
Junior Prom and Senior Ball.

Some members that partic-
ipate from the community were 
chaplains. Chaplain Wayne Pleis, 
said he became a chaplain because 
after 42 years of teaching, he was 
met by chaplains that came into his 
classroom after two students at a 
school he taught at died of hepatitis.

“It is extremely important for 

By Jackson Ponder
Staff Writer

SEE 15 MINUTES, PAGE 4

Valedictorians honored at EC

more AP classes and was ranked 
higher. When I found out that I was 
valedictorian, I was shocked.”

Edgar had the same reaction, 
“I was so excited. I was like I’m 
actually getting something.”

Out of the three valedictorians 
Edgar is one of the only ones who had 
a small thought in her mind to try to 
become valedictorian. “Freshmen year 
when I realized what a valedictorian 
was, I thought it would be pretty easy 
for me because I’m a perfectionist. 
I’ve never gotten a B in my life.”

But once she joined EPI her 
counselor told her that she proba-
bly wouldn’t become valedictorian 
because it would be harder to fit 
AP classes into her schedule. How-
ever, Edgar defied the odds and 

Three students at El Camino have 
just achieved the biggest honor for 
the graduating Class of 2019. Amy 
Castel (‘19), Mahala Edgar (‘19), 
and Teodora Petrovic (‘19), have 
been named the valedictorians of EC. 

All of their hard work has 
finally paid off. While trying to 
balance studying, extracurricular 
activities, and a social life, they 
were still able to get straight A’s. 

Each of the three girls has a 
GPA surpassing 4.0, and had to 
pass a minimum of five AP classes 
to receive this honor. However, 
each of these valedictorians have 
a different story of how they were 
able to be at the top of their class.

Some dream for years about being 
valedictorian, and their biggest goal 
when they enter high school is to 
receive this honor. However, for Castel 
this thought never crossed her mind. 

“I remember asking someone 
freshmen year how to become 
valedictorian, never really thinking 
that I could achieve it, but they had 
no idea what the other require-
ments were, so it slipped my mind 
and I didn’t think of it again.”

As the years went on she just 
kept working hard at maintaining 
her grades and taking as many 
AP classes as she could, “None of 
the seven AP classes I took were 
that hard for me. Yes, I had a lot 
of homework every night, but I 
was able to get through it all.”

Castel alone took five AP classes 
her senior year and doesn’t regret it 
one bit. “I believe they really helped 
me be better prepared for my future 
college classes,” Castel remarked. 

Yet, with all her hard work, 
being valedictorian seemed like it 
would never happen, “I just always 
thought that there was someone 
better than me out there, who took 

By Elvira “E” Hurtado
Managing editor

took a total of eight AP classes.
All of the hard work that Edgar 

put in wasn’t that challenging for 
her, “I wouldn’t say high school 
was hard, there was just a lot 
of work I didn’t want to do.”

Petrovic has a different story 
than her fellow valedictorians. She 
had no idea what it was until her 
junior year, “My parents didn’t 
grow up in the United States so 
they had no idea what it was.”

All she did was try her best 
in school, taking five AP classes, 
getting all A’s, and playing for the 
EC Tennis Team, and the title of 
valedictorian just came to her.

She attributes some of her success 

SEE VALEDICTORIAN, PAGE  3

First ever EC 
swimmer goes 
to state meet

By Alyssa “Pumpkin” Barnes
SportS editor

Rylie Jones (‘19), was the 
first person from El Camino to ever 
make it to state in swimming. 

Jones qualified from the Section 
Meet and got 7th place at Prelims and 
4th at Finals. She was ranked 18th 
going into the state meet, and she got 
16th in prelims and qualified for finals. 

She ended up 14th in the state 
of California. Not only was Jones 
the first swimmer to make it to state 
from EC, but she has faster times 
than all of the boys and girls on the 
El Camino Team for Butterfly. 

Jones has received a scholar-
ship for the University of Idaho 
for swimming, and plans to 
major in food and nutrition.

“I have been swimming since 
I was six, but only been swimming 
year round for a little over two years.” 
When asked how she felt about 
being the first swimmer to make it 
to state, Jones said, “It’s unreal it’s 
always been my goal to go to state 
and it was an amazing experience!” 

According to Coach Keller, 

SEE SWIM CHAMP, PAGE 3

PHOTO BY ANYA HENDRICKS
The three valedictorians: Amy Castel, Teodora Petrovic and Mahala Edgar stand 
together after four years of hard work.
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Long-time ceramics teacher ‘Rat’ retires

By Elvira “E” Hurtado 
Managing editor 

Douglas Ratliff, the ceramics 
teacher at El Camino, is retiring 
with the Class of 2019. He pre-
viously taught at Arden Middle 
School for nine years, before 
teaching at EC for 15 years. 

He started teaching at EC in 
2004, “[El Camino] has been fan-
tastic, of course it’s like any high 
school, it’s had it’s good years and 
bad years. High enrollment, low 
enrollment, but my kids who are 
artists have always amazed me and 
it makes me proud,” says Ratliff. 

The new ceramics teacher 
has some big shoes to fill. Ratliff 
offered some advice for the new 
teacher, “You have to be passionate 
about clay. You have to want to do 
all the firing practices, all the new 
things. Be willing to expand.” 

Ratliff mentioned that he started 
sculpting as a child when he had 
Bronchopneumonia with Play-Doh 
and made baby dinosaurs and says, 
“The minute I touched a substance 
like clay-it was a natural fit.” 

Ratliff attended Rio Americano 
High School where his ceramics 
teacher pushed him towards the 
art, having Ratliff enter State Fair 
shows, “And I got in, I was a kid! 
And so, it really set the tone in 
high school. So 14 years old on up 
to 17, that sealed the deal, I was 
gonna be an artist,” Ratliff said.

Students are saddened by the 
news, yet excited to see where 
Ratliff takes his talent next.

Jerome Murray (‘19) had 
a few words to say, “I do feel like 
he deserved it, but ultimately I 
feel kind of sad because other kids 
aren’t going to be able to experience 
how awesome he is as a teacher.” 

Along with him, Abby Price 
(‘20) said, “Oh my god, I’m so sad 
because I’m taking advanced ceramics 
next year, so I’m worried that I’m not 
gonna have as much freedom that 
he gives us. Like if the new teacher 
is going to be uptight about we do.” 

Thank you for everything you 
have done for EC Rat! Everyone 
is going to miss you dearly!

PHOTO BY ELVIRA HURTADO
Teacher Doug Ratliff poses with two ceramic pieces he made during his final year at El Camino.

Junior Prom and Senior Ball: 
dances looked forward to for some 
from childhood, others at least fresh-
man year. Even if you’re not so big on 
dances, you probably look forward to 
getting dressed up and hanging out 
with your friends and your classmates. 

Some people however, don’t 
look forward to prom. Why?

Imagine being someone whose 
family lives paycheck to paycheck, 
barely making it by, trying to find out 
how to ask your family to go to prom. 

Most dresses from the store can 
range from an average of $50-$150. 
That’s just the dress without alter-
ations. For a tux rental it starts at 
about $200 and only goes up from 
there. Then if you want to get your 
nails done, just for a manicure with 
acrylics it can get to be $45, it’s even 
more with a pedicure. If you got your 
hair done that’s another expense 
between $30-$200. Makeup can be 
$20-$60 or more whether you’re 
buying makeup for the dance or 
getting it done professionally. Shoes is 
another story, those can start at $50 
although sometimes less. If you hire 
a photographer that can be $200 or 
more. In addition to all of that, you 
also have jewelry which can be as 
little as $20 but some spend more. 

Backing up for a moment, all 
these expenses start at $35 for a ticket 
to prom and $40 for ball, with ticket 
prices increasing every week. Then 
you go to dinner before the dance, 
that can be another $60. Don’t forget 
the corsage and boutonniere, another 
$30, and that’s on the cheaper side. 

Now consider this: Homecoming 
and Mardi Gras, both held at the gym 
like prom, start at $15. Maybe the 
$20 increase is due to it being only 
one class, rather than open to the 
whole school. But really at the price 
of $35 for a dance just in our gym? 

Even if someone were to buy a 
dress from a thrift store, paint their 
nails at home, have a friend do their 
hair, borrow a tux from a family mem-
ber, get makeup done by a friend, and 
have a family member take the photos, 
there’s still dinner, shoes, corsage/
boutonniere, and tickets to pay for. 

Additionally, if you’re a junior with 
a senior date and you decide to also 
go to both dances, that’s double the 
price due to the fact that wearing the 
same dress to both is frowned upon. 

These dances are so overly 
expensive and such a hassle for 
those who struggle financially. 

A lot of people go out of their way 
spending all this money for a dance 
they don’t even enjoy, just because it’s 
so heavily encouraged for people to go. 

It’s an experience made out to be 
magical in the movies and glorified 
by our parents, when in reality some-
times all it does is take our money. 

PHOTO BY JACKSON PONDER
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VALEDICTORIAN: The hard work has paid off

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

to her friendly competition she had 
with her fellow valedictorian, Amy 
Castel. “Amy and I met one another 
Freshmen Year. We would always com-
pete with one another to see who could 
get the best grades on tests. We bond-
ed over that and it’s really cool for us 
to both end up at the top of the class.” 

Throughout all her four years 
at EC, Petrovic has gained some 
important advice for aspiring 
valedictorians: “Don’t think about 
it. If you plan on being it, chances 
are it won’t happen, but most im-
portantly, be humble about it.”

With their great grades and 
success in high school all three girls 
are headed to four year universities 
in the fall. Both Petrovic and Edgar 
are going to UC Davis and are both 
planning to major in Civil Engineering.

“UC Davis has the second 
best engineering program in 
California,” remarked Edgar.

Castel will be attending Chap-
man University, a private university, 
in Orange, California to pursue 
a Business Finance Major.

Congratulations to the Class of 
2019 and a big congratulations to the 
Valedictorians of the Class of 2019! 
Your hardwork has paid off! Now 
it’s time to walk across that stage!

PHOTO BY JACKSON PONDER
Castel, Petrovic and Edgar take part in the Senior Rally, where they were asked questions regarding school topics against teachers. The teachers ended up winning 
after a hard fought battle of wits.

Jones has been a stand-
out all four years at EC.

“She is one of our fastest sprinters 
since her freshman year and our team 
MVP all four years that she swam.” 

Jones had always been fast 
but from the coach’s eyes she, 
“Really took off after she joined the 

SWIM CHAMP: BEST AT EC

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

PHOTO COURTESY OF RYLIE JONES

Sierra Marlins, a year round club 
team, after her freshman year.” 

Jones’ fastest time of the season 
was a 54.99 in the 100 Butterfly, and 
it, “Should be fast enough for her to 
be selected as an All-American.” 

Not only was she the most 
valuable player for El Camino she 
also was voted the league MVP.  

Rylie Jones (‘19) poses in front of the State Championships sign. It’s been a long 
road for her to get to this point.

Charity went wrong when strict 
rules in the California San-Joa-
quin Section, specifically about 
playing outside of school during 
the season, interfered with the El 
Camino Boys Volleyball Team. 

The Boys Volleyball Team at El 
Camino was strong last year and even 
stronger this year, winning match 
after match until a minor setback. 

With ten graduating seniors 
in 2019, according to Griffin 
Walters (‘19), “The season be-
came a lot more serious at the end 
when we reached playoffs, because 
none of us wanted it to end.” 

El Camino’s team started off 
strong with a winning streak and 
high rankings, until the middle of the 
season when Freddy Batiratu (‘19) 
and Walters were forced to sit out of 
two games following a technical loss. 

The two boys even missed their 
last game against Rio as seniors. 

Since the two boys were sitting 
out, the rest of the team had to switch 

Volleyball falls to strict rules
up their positions and, “change our 
whole lineup,” according to Walters. 

Playing outside of school match-
es has always been a rule for the 
California San-Joaquin Section, but 
playing in a highly unofficial meet 
for charity at a church, is nothing 
compared to playing in a competi-
tive volleyball league elsewhere. 

Batiratu and Walters played in a 
Sac Samoan Seventh Day Adventist 
Church Tournament to contribute to 
a fundraiser. All of the money they 
raised went directly to the church. 

In this occurrence, playing for 
charity ended up in punishment. The 
boys had to sit out of two games and 
the EC Team had to forfeit one game. 

This resulted in the EC Volleyball 
Team almost not making it to play-
offs. The top three teams advance to 
playoffs and El Camino was tied for 
third with Christian Brothers, meaning 
in order to qualify they had to win all 
of the rest of their games in the league. 

The Boys Volleyball Team, despite 
the setbacks, qualified for Section 
Finals and celebrated many wins, even 
making it to Division Championships.  

By Alyssa “Pumpkin” Barnes 
SportS editor 
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15 MINUTES: NUMBER OF DUI DEATHS DECREASE

Student Government hosts first 
dance at Ralph Richardson Center

For the first time, El Camino 
Student Government put togeth-
er a dance for special education 
kids from middle school to high 
school at Ralph Richardson. 

Student Government was ap-
proached by parents at Ralph Richard-
son who asked for help coordinating 
the event. Anna Jewell (‘20) and 
Claire Chaves (‘21) organized the 
dance. Decorations, food, and loving 
families gathered for a night of fun 
and pictures, and about 40 families 
were expected according to Chaves. 

“Hopefully it’ll be an annual 
thing,” Chaves and Jewell agreed. 

Other Student Government 
members showed up as well, 
choosing music for the kids and 
changing it to their requests. 

The dance was 1950’s themed 
with hanging decorative records 
from the ceiling, and a photo booth 
for all, that included costumes. 

Around forty families came 
and celebrated together. El Camino 
was picked by Ralph Richardson 
because it was close to their school. 

Jewell said, “They came to 

us and they’ve never had a dance 
like this before. They are so close 
to El Camino they wanted to 
see if we could help them.” 

El Camino Student Government 
then stepped up, and the Student 
Government members danced with 
the students from Ralph Richardson. 

When asked who organized the 
event, Dee Johnston, a parent at 
Ralph Richardson, said, “One of my 
fellow parents reached out to one of 
the girls at EC and they did it, and 
just did such an amazing job.” 

Kody Bates (‘19) and his mother 
started a conga line, bringing the kids 
from Ralph Richardson with them 
as they danced around the room. 

Sarah Chaves (‘19), Mackenzie 
Stroud (‘19), Elizabeth Delp (‘19), 
Abi McClean (‘20), and Sophia 
Bartridge (‘20), were some of the 
many who danced with the students. 

The dance was a success and 
had many El Camino students 
in attendance, who took pictures 
and could be seen scattered danc-
ing around the dance floor.

By Alyssa “Pumpkin” Barnes
SportS editor

PHOTO BY ALYSSA BARNES

Group of people dance and have fun with special needs kids at the first ever El 
Camino hosted dance for those with special needs. 

students to know the difference 
between life and death. What this 
demonstration highlights is that it can 
change so fast from making poor de-
cisions such as drinking and driving.” 

Captain Chris Vestal from the Sac-
ramento Metro Fire Department men-
tioned that there can be many more 
causes to fatal accidents, such as the 
music in the car being too loud or chil-
dren yelling in the car. Captain Vestal 
also mentioned that they respond to 
a vehicle accident like the mock crash 
presented at EC a few times a day. He 
made a point that seat belts can help 
in a situation like the mock crash.

During this mock crash five 
students were involved in the demon-
stration. Two students played by 
Jolie Crockett (‘19) and Blake 
Moser (‘19) were in the white 
Lexus, and were just coming back to 
EC after studying at a restaurant. 

Sarah Abegglen (‘19) and Sam 
Nicholas (‘19) were in a gold Jeep 
on their way back to EC to pick up a 
friend’s car after they had been drink-
ing at a nearby park. Nicholas’ car col-
lided with Moser’s car on Eastern Ave. 
One bystander, Bailey Dennis (‘20), 
was at the party, but was not drinking, 
followed them to EC and witnessed 
the crash. She was the one to dial 911. 

The first responder on the scene 
was the Fire Chief. He assessed the sit-
uation, and called for backup including 
a special operations truck as well as 
a ladder truck and two ambulances.

After medical personnel arrived, 
California Highway Patrol Officers 
arrived to investigate the cause of 
the crash. While fire and rescue crew 
were prying off doors and roofs of 
the smashed vehicles, CHP officers 

ran a field sobriety test on Nicholas, 
the driver of the gold Jeep. This 
concluded that his blood alcohol 
level was 0.16, twice the legal limit 
for an adult over 21, and illegal for 
a minor, whose limit is 0.00. 

In the end, both Crockett and 
Moser died, Abegglen was airlifted to 
the hospital after a helicopter landed 
on the EC soccer field, and the driver, 
Nicholas, is booked into jail for DUI. 

The next day at the assembly 
all of the students who “died” sat 
in chairs with their parents on the 
gym floor. Some were called up to 
present a letter to their parents of 
what they would’ve said if they could 

say one last thing before they died. 
The students and parents who read 
letters were Daniel Dahlberg 
(‘19) and his mother, mother of 
Bryanna Planas (‘20), and last 
was Courtney Cavender (‘19). 

The overall cause of the ‘crash’ 
was a drunk driver which occurs 
much too often. Officer Carlisle from 
the CHP office said that he thinks 
that this mock crash shown in front 
of students, “helps reality set,” in 
showing consequences to actions 
such as drinking and driving. 

From the look of the faces of 
students during the mock accident 
and the need for emotional support 

animals to come to EC a day after this 
program, many think this will help 
prevent more situations like this.

Officer Carlisle also made clear 
that drunk driving isn’t the only 
cause of crashes in younger people. 
“Age 16 to 25 have a heightened risk 
for getting in accidents just because 
they are newer to driving, or are 
showing off in front of their friends.”

Although no one can be sure if 
this program stops all who watched 
it from drinking while driving, the 
evidence presented that it is now 
around every one hour that someone 
is killed by a drunk driving accident, 
shows the impact this program has.

PHOTO BY JACKSON PONDER
During an emotional simulation, Jolie Crockett (‘19) lies on the hood of the car, dead, after her car was struck by a drunk 
driver.
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Pressure on kids to push them-
selves in school and take on a heavy 
load of academic classes has grown. 
When schools push students to take 
AP classes and harder classes it can be 
against best interest of the student.  

Stress comes along with school 
and that’s not always a bad thing but 
according to a study conducted by New 
York University (NYU) it’s past the 
point of “good stress” and now there 
is a growing rate of “youth that experi-
ence high levels of chronic stress”. This 
can have a negative effect on a students 
ability to perform academically. 

An example of schools pushing 
for students to take AP classes is for 
my schedule junior year too many 
senior had signed up for AP Environ-
mental Science making it so incoming 
Juniors who signed up for the class 
were put into other science classes. 
Many of the Juniors were put into AP 
Chemistry without being consulted 
first, others were put into AP Biology, 
again without being consulted. 

There are students who can handle 
the stress from taking 5 AP classes and 
are motivated by stress. But for many 
people that’s not the case and just 
taking the amount of required aca-
demic classes produces a lot of stress. 

For the incoming class of 2023, 
the standards for graduating have been 
increased just to be able to graduated. 
The requirements to graduate are 
more closely in line with the criteria 
for going to a UC with the A-G re-
quirements. There didn’t use to be a 
language requirement to get a high 
school diploma now 2 years of the 
same language are required. Instead 
of 2 years of math, it’s now three. 

There are plenty of students 
that already follow these require-
ments to qualify for Universities 
and other four year colleges. But 
there are many students who 
aren’t college bound or planning 
on going to a four year college. 

There are already students who 
struggle with graduating and these 
requirements may only increase 
that difficulty. This also pushes out 
time for electives, the more classes 
you have to take the less time there 
is for an extracurricular class. 

By adding these new graduation 
requirements it seems like schools 
are pushing students to go to four 
year colleges ands follow that path 
through high school classes. 

School is extremely stressful 
and elective classes are a good stress 
reliever especially if the elective is 
something the students is passion-
ate about or just really enjoys. 

Push students 
to learn, not 
to add stress

One thing you always want 
is comfort or safety. These days 
comfort and safety is hard to come 
by for many because of tensions 
in today’s society such as school 
shootings and terrorist threats. 

Many think about these topics 
often when questioning their safety. 
Yet most just go on with their life.

In December of 2018 the final re-
port of of the Federal Comision School 
Safety was sent to President Trump.

In the disclaimer of the document 
it states “since the shooting at Majority 
Stoneman Douglas High School, the 
Trump administration has devoted 
considerable time, resources, and 
effort to studying ways to keep our 
students safe and schools secure.”

Many still question what has the 
Trump administration really done to 
stop the threat of school violence.  

In a quote released by the 
White House, President Trump 
acknowledges the issue by saying, 
“Every child deserves to grow 
up in a safe community.” 

School shootings have been 
debated a lot in recent new with 
some asking for tighter gun laws 
whereas others feel that mental 
problems cause events like these.

It makes sense that kids should 
not be able to get ahold of deadly 
weapons such as ones used in these 
types of attacks, but they still do. 

Many students who have commit-
ted crimes such as school shootings 
have been known to have been bullied 
or had a difficult childhood such as 
Nicolas Cruz who was the shooter of 
the parkland shooting in 2018. He 
grew up with his adopted parents 
who both died before 2017. Since his 
parents passed, he had been living 

with family and friends. Many sources 
say he had anger issues and often 
talked about guns and violence.

One way tragedies like this 
can be prevented is better man-
agement of deadly weapons such 
as making sure parents have their 
weapons stored in a safe and not 
within the reach of students.

 Since the beginning of 2019 there 
have been 15 school shootings in 19 
weeks in a report by CNN. All ranging 
from a college (University of North 
Carolina) to elementary schools.

In a study done by the center for 
Homeland Security it shows a map of 
the USA with a number in each state. 
California had the most with 158. With 
Texas just behind with 133 incidents. 

Last year has topped the charts in 
recent history with 56 fatalities, the 
most ever recorded in one year con-
nected to school shooting incidents.

 El Camino had two non-credi-

ble threats made towards harming 
students and staff this year. Many 
students felt the effect of those 
threats even some parents keeping 
their students home for the day. On 
the day of the threat school security 
with the help of local PD at the start 
of the school day walking the halls 
and parking patrol vehicles at the 3 
main entrances to El Camino and on 
each side of the large gym during the 
talent show rally planned in advance. 

The effects of theses threats 
have been seen it be problematic for 
many all over the world. Many never 
had to deal with the reality of mass 
shootings until theses days where 
it seems as if it has become normal 
to see a new attack on the news.  

When this will change?  Many 
think it is still getting worse whereas 
some think we are headed in the 
direction where there will never be 
a school related shooting again. 

Concern for student safety in school 
By Jackson Ponder

CIF rules are not too harsh
The California Interscholastic 

Federation (CIF) rules for student-ath-
letes are making sure that the athletes 
stay healthy for their school season. 
This means no athlete from any sport 
can play outside of school if already 
playing that sport for the school.

 Two standout varsity volleyball 
players, Freddy Batiratu and Grif-
fin Walters violated this rule. The 
two students were caught playing 
volleyball outside of school during 
the high school volleyball season 
while the team was in the playoffs.

The tournament they participated 
in was a fundraiser for their church. 
The consequences they faced involved 
both of them sitting out 2 games.

They were in violation of bylaw 
600 of the CIF rules which states, “A 
student on a high school team becomes 
ineligible if the student competes in a 
contest on a outside team during the 
current season, and the same sport 

during the high school season.”
  The players didn’t know that they 

were violating any rules. But because it 
was a formal event it was a violation. 

Even though the players weren’t 
aware they were doing anything wrong.

 Athletic Director Ron Con-
cklin agreed with the rule.

“I like the rules. Without rules, 
we will have absolute chaos and so it’s 
trying to prevent people from doing 
things they should not do like transfer-
ring or recruiting illegally like hypo-
thetically if [a private school] tried to 
get you to go over there and they were 
able to do that legally, you might be 
playing over there already,” he said.

At the event Batiratu and 
Walters played on a Sunday and 
had to play Christian Brothers on 
a Monday, and at that time they 
didn’t know about it so they had 
to forfeit that game on Monday.

A coach at Del Campo High School, 
the team EC was playing on Wednes-
day, let our coach know that two of 
our players competed in a tournament 

on Sunday and it’s against the rules. 
EC Athletics Assistant Zenaida 

Kamine called the section office and 
she was told to bench the two players 
for two games because they played in 
the tournament. So they sat out the Del 
Campo and Rio Americano games.

So what it does is it holds people 
accountable. The CIF rules are put 
in place for a reason and the vol-
leyball incident was in violation.

One can have empathy for the 
two boys who were benched because 
they thought it was a fundraiser, 
but it can be said that the rule 
makes sure that student athletes 
are not overworking their bodies 
while playing a high school sport.

One thing that the CIF rules 
make sure is that no student 
athletes get injured before their 
upcoming season for any sport.

Although it was unfortunate 
that two of our players were 
benched, the rules are there for a 
reason and there are consequences 
when those rules are violated.

Staff Writer 

By Je’mall Francois Jr.
Staff Writer 

GRAPHIC FROM OF CENTER FOR HOMELAND DEFENSE AND SECURITY 

Graph depicts the statistics of the number of fatal K-12 shootings per year.

Anya Hendricks
opinion editor
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Congratulations Class of 2019!
Military

LIAM MURDOCK

ALEJANDRO GOMEZ – ELISSA 
DORENDORF – TRISTAN SCHUBOT 

ALEXA LOPEZ – JASIAH MCCRAY

Marines

Navy
Army

Davis
KYLIE MCCLARY – SARA ABBAS – 

TEODORA PETROVIC – MAHALA EDGAR 
ALICE ATIEGAR

Santa Cruz
IRENE SHELTON – COLLIN MCCOLL – JOSH 

STEVENSON

Santa Barbara
CLAIRE ROUSE – SARAH CHAVES – SHELLY 
SCHWARZBART – SANDRA SCHWARZBART

Merced

Irvine
Riverside

MARIAM ABBAS

SYDNEY CARSON – MADELINE DOOR

BRENDAN CUSHING

University of California
San Diego

LOIS YANG 

 California State University
Sac State

LEJLA KITOVNICA – ISABELLA LESTER – 
LINDSEY DYKSTRA – HAROLD AYALA GARCIA 
– JOHN FORTNER – MUSSA ABBAS – ALEX 
PULIDO – ANDREW TRACY – SOPHIA MILLNER 
– BIBI-SARA ZAKIR – FAHAD ISMAEEL –  ALEC 
LONDEREE – ALEX KATZ – ASHLEY POOLE – 
CORA HEFFERNAN – JOSEPH MAY – LATICIA 
LEYBA – MACKENZIE STROUD – BRIANA 
EDVALSON – DANIEL VAZQUEZ – HANI RAMAHI 
– MAKAYLA ANDERSON – JERI MAE JOSEPH – 
LACY JOHNSON – MEGAN KARLE – JESSICA 
PARKS – KAYLA BURNS – SOURAA MUSTAFA 
– SPENCER NITSOS – SOPHIE MINTER – 
ROBERT GONZALES III – BRIANNA PALACIOS

Long Beach 
JULIA MINKE

Chico
BEN DAHLBERG – CIELYSSE ROBINSON 
– STEPHEN TAYLOR – MAX BIGELOW 
– DELANEY HEFLER – NATE ATKINS – 
ABIGAIL MENDOZA – TYLER OSTRANDER

San Diego
ELIZABETH DELP – VIKESH PARMAR – 

MIKAILA WHITE 

Monterey
HANA MOYLE – MABEL CUMMINGS – 

ALEXANDER LOCKE

Fresno
SYDNEA RUPPERT

Humboldt
COURTNEY CAVENDER – KIRAN DUNNING 
– KATIE HALEY – NICOLAS FALCO – ISAAC 

ARTHUR – JACOB TAYLOR

Sonoma
CASEY FOWLER – CALEB WAHL – 

AMY KERFOOT

Northridge
GRIFFIN WALTERS

Miscellaneous
EMMA MINTER – ROTARY YOUTH 

EXCHANGE IN BELGIUM
OWEN BYRD – WORKING FOR A 

YEAR THEN LDS MISSION
AUTUMN HALTOM – RAISING A KID

KANE ONE STAR – UNDECIDED
BRET GARRY – UNDECIDED

JORDAN HART – UNDECIDED
JOSEPH CEDIDLA – UNDECIDED
JERON JOHNSON – UNDECIDED
DEAN SPENCER – UNDECIDED

Private Schools

ANNIE HANSON

AMY CASTEL

MAGGIE KAUDERER

JOSEPH BYRON 

JULIANNA FONTAINE

BEN KEEFER 

MICHELE VALENTINE 

Azusa Pacific University

Chapman Universiy
Fordham University

Providence Christan College
St. Mary’s College

University of San Diego

Southern Virginia University

Alejandro Gomez wants to leave a Durag to Mr. Waldo
Stephen Rainier says Mr. Manigart is the “best teacher at EC”

Freddy Batiratu advises Freddy Batiratu not to “let dumb things keep you from walking [at graduation]
Alina Rivada advises Kaliya Mendez to “enjoy your senior year! Go to all events and laugh as much as possible! Smile tons and live 

it and enjoy it all!”
Holly Hetherington says to her nephew Anthony, “Follow your dreams and set your goals high.”

Emma Minter says to Sophie Minter “So proud of you!”
Sophia Minter says to Emma Minter “Hi.”

John Fortner wants to leave his drum sticks to Marcus Frederickson.
Caleb Wahl wants to leave his soccer number, 13, to Carson Mitchell
Nate Schooley wants to leave his spot at first base to Brad Burkett

Josie Colgrove advises Brianna Shiu, Konea Elam, Aeriella Vasquez, and Elesia Pricket to “Keep yourself together and stay as posi-
tive as you can, even through the rough times.”

Alec Londeree wants to leave his calc binder to Jason K.
Sophia Park wants to leave her flower bandana for her intrument case to Lauren Easley

Izabelle Steinbrecher wants to “leave behind the start of a school garden to hlep feed families who are food insecure and will teach 
students about food sustainability.”

Elvira Hurtado leaves her love and appreciation to Alan Hurtado and Anya Hendricks
Mykell West wants to leave her parking spot to Mrs. Baker

Joseph Cedidla wants to leave “my phone # ;)” to Joseph Cedidla 
Sara Abbas advises Ruby Roberecht to “have fun, don’t sprint on your 500 and always stay smiling.”

Ahmed Shakir says to Mr. Ratliff “Thank you for all the support”
Stephen Taylor wants to leave his [parking] spot to Abby Price and says to her “You are a senior now. Take care of business. Be safe. 

Be your best self.”
Lindsey Dykstra says to Haily Herricks “You are NOT defined by the world’s standards.”

Owen Emerson says to Paige Emerson “You got this :)”
Valerie Fleeman says to everyone “you have within you right now, everything you need to deal with whatever the world can throw at 

you.”
Kiari Scott-Faulkner says to the class of 2020 “You got this! You are great! You will pass! And you will graduate, don’t drop everything 

when you’re so close to the end.”

 Leaving a Legacy
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Congratulations Class of 2019!
Community College

CHARLES HILL –  ELIAS RANGEL – HALEY 
NORLIE – NOAH HERFURTH – YULEIDY GARCIA – 
MICHAEL DONOGHUE – BRANDON CADE – BEN 
DEBOY – CY LOGAN – VALERIE FLEEMAN – EMILY 
BRANECKI – ETHAN LANGE –  DAVID MENDOZA 
– NATE SCHOOLEY – DANIJELA KOSTIC  – 
ETHAN KRUITHOF – ESTEBAN JACOBO –  ALINA 
RIVADA – LEILA BELMAMOUN  –  SARAH READE 
–  KLARRISA RAYO – SOPHIA PARK – MASON 
TELLINGHUISEN – JACOB LEE – KIANA WOOTEN 
– JULIA DENECOCHEA – RACHEL JOHN – 
AVA DUDZIK – JAKE RYBARCZYK – ANTONIO 
MONEDERO – JOSHLINE SINGH – STEPHEN 
RAINIER – CHRISTINA MCMANAMAN – ELVIRA 
HURTADO – KEVIN GARCIA – SAIF DALAL – 
FABIOLA FIGUEROA – TREVOR RAFF – KIARI 
SCOTT-FAULKNER – MAHSA HOOSHIDARY – 
SAMUEL BLACK – TYLER PURCELL – ALEX 
SHEKHOVTSOV – GIANNI TAUZER – KRIS 
KORPER – ALONDRA ESCOBEDO – MAIA 
TONOUKOUIN – MATTHEW STURGEON – SARAH 
SMITH – HOLLY HETHERINGTON – ALEXIS 
RICHARDSON – KATIE JACOBSON – DYLAN 
FARRELL – JACOB REINHARDT – OWEN YOUNG 
– KRIS KORPER – ALONDRA ESCOBEDO – MAIA 
TONOUKOUIN – MATTHEW STURGEON – SARAH 
SMITH – HOLLY HETHERINGTON – ALEXIS 
RICHARDSON – KATIE JACOBSON – DYLAN 
FARRELL – HY NGUYEN – JACOB REINHARDT 
– MILES TORGERSON – OWEN YOUNG – 
STEVEN BURNETT – AHMED SHAKIR – TOMAS 
GALVIN – CHRISTOPHER ROTHMAN – CALVIN 
KAWANO – SHEA SABUS – FRESHTA SAMADI 
– IZABELLE STEINBRECHER – TA’VYON LEWIS 
– ALEXANDER JONES – IRFAN NOORI – KENNY 
SANTIAGO – JARRETT WHITLOW – WEILAND 
HENRY – ROWAN ROBERTS – MORSAL 
OSMANI – JOSHUA MULLINS – KIRA  MOORE

American River

Sierra College
NATHAN CONNELLY – MARIAH SMYLIE 
– DAVID REBOIN – CONNOR PEXA – 
NATALIE GALLEGOS – CARLIN COULAM 
– TAYLOR HUIT – CHARLES YOUNG

Sac City
MUSTAFA NABIZADA – JOSIE COLGROVE 
– FRITZI RUIZ – OLIVIA BOEHMER

Consumnes River
TORI KING

Folsom Lake
HELIA HERAVY – WILLIAM MINKE – MARY AVILA 

Yuba City

College of the Redwoods
SEAN O’RIORDAN

Cuesta College
JOLIE CROCKETT

Midland College – Texas
TAJANAE’ DAVIS

MALACHI JORDAN – MICHAEL ROBINSON 
– MALYK JORDAN

Military

LIAM MURDOCK

ALEJANDRO GOMEZ – ELISSA 
DORENDORF – TRISTAN SCHUBOT 

ALEXA LOPEZ – JASIAH MCCRAY

Marines

Navy
Army

Out of State
ZACH SUTTON

BLAKE MOSER 

University Nevada Reno
DANIEL DAHLBERG – SARAH ABEGGLEN 
– SARAH GLASER – SIENA ILLA – OWEN 

EMERSON – SARAH TOMLINSON

Brigham Young University
Bethel College

University of Utah
REILLY CHABINO

Johnson & Wales University
KYLA TOMLIN

Lewis University
FREDDY BATIRATU

University of Hawai’i Mānoa
ALYSSA BARNES – STEPHANIE GLASER

University of Hawai’i Hilo
EMILY WADE

Willamette University
CHRIS CHANG 

Boise State University
ADALINA LINDSEY

Job/Career
JACOB POMEROY – UPS 

ARTHUR KUNERT – VIDEO PRODUCTION
ZACHARY BROYLES – MECHANICAL 

ENGLINEERING/ DIESEL TECH MECHANIC
TRYSTAN CAMERON – TESLA FACTORY

NICK SPENCER – WAREHOUSE
ELYSSA ARIDA – NEW/BETTER JOB

RUBI SANCHEZ – COLLISION REPAIR
JONATHAN SCHIERLING – MARKETING

RAYMOND BROWN – TRUCK DRIVER
MYKELL WEST – TWO JOBS

*Students self-reported via survey at senior forum

Alejandro Gomez wants to leave a Durag to Mr. Waldo
Stephen Rainier says Mr. Manigart is the “best teacher at EC”

Freddy Batiratu advises Freddy Batiratu not to “let dumb things keep you from walking [at graduation]
Alina Rivada advises Kaliya Mendez to “enjoy your senior year! Go to all events and laugh as much as possible! Smile tons and live 

it and enjoy it all!”
Holly Hetherington says to her nephew Anthony, “Follow your dreams and set your goals high.”

Emma Minter says to Sophie Minter “So proud of you!”
Sophia Minter says to Emma Minter “Hi.”

John Fortner wants to leave his drum sticks to Marcus Frederickson.
Caleb Wahl wants to leave his soccer number, 13, to Carson Mitchell
Nate Schooley wants to leave his spot at first base to Brad Burkett

Josie Colgrove advises Brianna Shiu, Konea Elam, Aeriella Vasquez, and Elesia Pricket to “Keep yourself together and stay as posi-
tive as you can, even through the rough times.”

Alec Londeree wants to leave his calc binder to Jason K.
Sophia Park wants to leave her flower bandana for her intrument case to Lauren Easley

Izabelle Steinbrecher wants to “leave behind the start of a school garden to hlep feed families who are food insecure and will teach 
students about food sustainability.”

Elvira Hurtado leaves her love and appreciation to Alan Hurtado and Anya Hendricks
Mykell West wants to leave her parking spot to Mrs. Baker

Joseph Cedidla wants to leave “my phone # ;)” to Joseph Cedidla 
Sara Abbas advises Ruby Roberecht to “have fun, don’t sprint on your 500 and always stay smiling.”

Ahmed Shakir says to Mr. Ratliff “Thank you for all the support”
Stephen Taylor wants to leave his [parking] spot to Abby Price and says to her “You are a senior now. Take care of business. Be safe. 

Be your best self.”
Lindsey Dykstra says to Haily Herricks “You are NOT defined by the world’s standards.”

Owen Emerson says to Paige Emerson “You got this :)”
Valerie Fleeman says to everyone “you have within you right now, everything you need to deal with whatever the world can throw at 

you.”
Kiari Scott-Faulkner says to the class of 2020 “You got this! You are great! You will pass! And you will graduate, don’t drop everything 

when you’re so close to the end.”

 Leaving a Legacy
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Senior ball shines 
despite the rain

By Amy “A-Sizzle” Castel
neWS editor

attended still had a great time. 
“The dance was the best one of 

my entire four years at EC. The rain 
did suck, but we were all still able to 
hang out and have an amazing time. 
It didn’t stop us from having fun,” 
Sarah Glaser (‘19) mentioned. 

The most unfortunate part of the 
dance was that the rain started to 
puddle into the middle of the dance 
floor, making the bottoms of many 
dresses wet and shoes soaked. 

“I was dancing in the middle 
for the whole night. My dress was 
super wet and my white Vans that 
I wore to dance became completely 
black and soaked from the water,” 
Briana Edvalson (‘19) said. 

The rain seemed to not bother 
many, who came to the dance to 
enjoy their last days as high school 
students, and hang out with every-
one before they all part ways. 

Mary Avila (‘19) even saw 
the rain as a blessing, “The rain 
made it so much cooler inside 
and made for a great dance.”

All those who attended greatly 
enjoyed their last high school dance 
and made memories they will rem-
inisce on for the rest of their lives. 

Rain was falling at a steady pace 
on May 18, but that didn’t stop El 
Camino Senior Ball from attracting 
many attendees. The outdoor venue at 
Haggin Oaks Golf Course was perfect 
for an imagined warm night, with 
even a dance floor outside the tent. 
However, the cold and rain forced 
almost all to stay inside the tent.

The biggest event of Senior 
Year has been in the making since 
May of 2018. Seniors in Student 
Government chose the venue at 
the end of their Junior Year. They 
settled on Haggin Oaks as the venue 
to be different than other classes. 

“We felt as though downtown 
was a little over done,” Maggie 
Kauderer (‘19), a member of the 
student government class remarked.

The theme of the dance was 
starry night, selected because of the 
outdoor location of the venue.

The outdoor venue was pictured 
to be the perfect spot to watch the 
“sun set” on senior year. Although 
this dream wasn’t able to come to 
fruition due to the rain, those who 

Change in venue a no 
go for junior prom

Originally, what separated 
Junior Prom from Senior Ball was 
Prom being held in the large gym 
while Ball was held at an outside 
venue. These dances are essentially 
the same thing and the difference 
is just the grade levels otherwise. 

This year’s class of 2020 tried 
to break tradition and have prom at 
an outside location. Student Gov-
ernment managed to find a venue 
to host their prom for free, DJ, 
security, chaperones, decorations, 
and extra equipment included. 

Unfortunately for the junior 
class, a double-booking by the venue 
meant the class would have to move 
to an earlier date to keep the loca-
tion or hold it at school instead.

“When a great option was no 
longer available it was disappointing,” 
said Class President Katie Jordan 
(‘20). “We immediately looked for 
alternative options that were just 
as great, if not better,” she said.

Class Vice President Sophia 
Bartridge (‘20) agreed.

“It was a bit of a shock when 
we found out about the venue,” she 
said, “but we started working right 
away to come up with a solution.”

Both Jordan and Bartridge were in 
charge of the setting up dance logistics. 

When Student Government 
started to receive backlash, Jordan 
says it was “fully expected,” but they 
all managed by keeping a positive 
attitude and asking for open minds as 
they worked through the situation.

“We understood when people 
pushed back, but it was still a little 
upsetting.” according to Bartridge.

Dance attendee Maren Fechter 
(‘20) found the idea of the possible 

By Jade Franklin
editor in Chief

change in date really frustrating.
“I had my hair appointment sched-

uled and everything, to have it change 
[would] literally [be] the worst thing 
that could’ve happened,” she said.

Dashawn Lawsha (‘20) 
says he was mad because he was 
planning for Apr. 27, not Mar. 30, 
“I didn’t have everything I needed 
or a date.” A lot of other attendees 
shared the same frustrations.   

Decorations Lead Haleigh 
Singleton (‘20) had the responsi-
bility of getting all the decorations 
made only a month prior to the 
dance since the venue was going to 
provide them before the change.

“It was really stressful trying 
to throw everything together last 
minute.Of course I wish we could 
have had more time to prepare 
but for our conditions I think it 
turned out amazing,” she said.

In the end attendees com-
mented that they were happy 
with the outcome of the dance.

“It was so fun!” said Fechter, 
“Everyone looked amazing and ev-
eryone I talked to was so sweet.” 

Fechter said she didn’t 
mind it being in the gym and 
found it a lot easier to plan. 

Others wanted more.
“I wish it was held at a man-

sion or a nicer place [other] than 
our school.” remarked Lawsha. 

In ways it was disappoint-
ing to some juniors but Student 
Government has come to realize 
that they can’t please everyone.

Despite the odds being against 
them a month before prom Student 
Government managed to pull off 
an epic dance in the large gym with 
a great DJ and beautiful decora-
tions thanks to Singleton and the 
rest of Student Government.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DASHAWN LAWSHA 

PHOTO BY AMY CASTEL

Juniors Michael Serrano Jr., Dashawn Lawsha, Anthony Filliponi, and Brad Burkett 
pose for prom in front of the large gym.

Best friends Sarah Glaser and Mary Avila take pictures in front of the State Capitol.
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Student directs ‘Almost 
Maine’ for EC drama

Our 2018-2019 drama class 
performed Almost, Maine: a play in 
two acts, containing a prologue, a 
four-scene first act, an interlogue, a 
four-scene second act, and an epilogue. 

This playwright was originally 
directed by John Edward Cariani, but 
was directed by El Camino Student 
Antonio Monedero. The drama club 
performed this play in the new Per-
forming Arts Building, on May 9-11. 

This play was a success thanks to 
all our drama team members: Magno-
lia Appleton (‘20) , Ethan Murphy 
(‘20) , Joey Koenig (‘20), Jordyn 
LaRosa (‘20), Gwen Ross (‘20) , 
Maya Naumann (‘19), Cam Tiede-
ken (‘19), Rachel John (‘19), Alon-
dra Escobedo (‘20) , Aly Munguia 
(‘20), Taylor Halladay (‘20), 
Lauren Swain (‘19), Sadie Peter-
son(‘20). Also, special thanks to 
our featuring tech and designers: 
Mariam Abbas (‘19), Sara Abbas 
(‘19), Cate Fado-Bristow (‘21), 
Amani Washington (‘20), Ambro-
sia Holland (‘21), Abigail Mendo-
za (‘19) and Tyler Ostrander (‘19).

The drama class was proud and 
was happy by the efforts they put in, “It 
was totally fun and exciting to see peo-
ple actually take their time to see us, 
which made it even more motivational 
for us to do the best we could,” said 
Gwen Ross, who played as Marvalyn. 

Ross says that this play turned out 
really good, although it was a change 
of theme from the other plays they’ve 
done such as the “Wizard of Oz”. 

The audience was very im-

By Selam Weldeslassie
Staff Writer

pressed by their talent. 
“We are happy to send our 

child to a school full of talent and 
energy to engage the whole audi-
ence,” a EC parent commented.

Ms. Nicole Pefley, also went 
because she had many of the drama 
students in her Spanish class, con-
cluded her perspective on the play 
as: “I always do my best to be at 
every El Camino Drama event if I’m 
in town, and the play was beyond 
excellence, our students have really 
made us stand out as a school. I’m 
very proud of our eagles for making 
everything worthwhile to see.” 

Sadie Peterson (‘20) who 
acted as Rhonda, worded it as, “I’m 
so proud of our drama club. We know 
how to work together and always 
show up to our practices with seri-
ousness. Not only that, we got many 
good compliments and I’m happy 
El Camino allows us to share our 
talents with our dear friends, family 
and staff members of the school.” 

Mr. Travlos, our theater director, 
who has been leading and showing the 
drama team which character better 
suits them, has been able to get “along 
with every student due to their maturi-
ty on taking every practice seriously.”  

El Camino will continue to provide 
everything our eagle students need 
to express and show their talents. 

Almost, Maine, a love story, 
turned out a success and was played 
from the hearts of our Eagles. 

The schedule of all Drama produc-
tions can be found on EC’s Website by 
clicking on the information regarding 
Visual and Performing Arts. Go Eagles!

Advice from seniors and 
teachers: 2019 edition

By Elliana Cockrum
entertainMent editor

Q & A  from seniors:

1) What is your favorite memory at El 
Camino?
2) What are you looking forward to 
after you graduate?
3) What’s one thing you’d tell your 
freshman self?
4) What’s one piece of advice you’d give 
to a underclassmen?

Tyler Ostrander (‘19)
1) My favorite memory is my first 

time working in Metals for EPI on the 
siege machine project where I realized 
I wanted to make a career out of 
engineering Now, I’m doing electrical 
engineering as job and going to major 
in it at either CSU Chico or Fresno.

2) Continuing my time in learning 
electrical engineering, and taking 
part in the theatre as light and sound 
person. I will be going to college 
with my girlfriend, so it’s nice to 
be able to continue life with her.

3) Even after all the highs and 
lows, keep pushing. Make new friends 
and always stay positive and happy.

4) Work for a cause, not for 
applause. Live life to express, 
not to impress. Help others and 
succeed together as one unit.  Be 
patient with time you soon will get 
through it and be a senior. Work 
hard but don’t stress out, stay on 
task but live a little while doing it.

Alex Gomez (‘19)
1) Getting MVP for track 

and cross country was proba-
bly the best moment ever.

2) Leaving for the Ma-
rine Corps in August.

3) Nothing, my past decisions got 
me here to the place I’m extremely 
thankful and relieved to be at.

4) Don’t let anybody tell you what 
you should do because of money, 
do what you know will help you feel 
better in the end, something that’ll 
help you make a difference in someone 
else’s life, life isn’t all about money.

Gianni Tauzern (‘19)
1) My favorite part/memory of 

El camino is probably going to the 
football games and just hanging out.

2) Something I look forward to 
after graduation is probably starting 
my career and pursuing my music.

3) I would tell my freshman 
self that don’t worry bro just 
have fun and don’t stress out.

4) My advice for lower class 
men is that it doesn’t matter what 
you do with your life just look 
cool while you’re doing it.

Alina Rivada (‘19)
1) Definitely meeting 

the friends I have now.
2) Creating new memories.
3) Put in the effort no matter how 

hard life gets.  Get those A’s. Don’t 
give up on school, and boys aren’t 
everything, cherish your friends.

4) Enjoy high school! Some parts 
may suck but these memories will be 
some of the best you’ll ever have!

PHOTO COURTESY OF TAYLOR HALLADAY
Drama students posing for pictures after their last performance of the school year.

Q & A  from teachers:

1) What was your favorite part of your 
senior year?
2) What’s something you’d tell your 
senior self?
3) What was your favorite part of 
teaching seniors this year?
4) What’s one piece of advice you’d give 
to a senior?

Mr. Tompkins
1) I loved my schedule as I was 

able to leave after 3rd period, go to 
work and make money.  2/3s of the 
classes I had were metal classes.

2) I would re-assure myself that 
all my hard work would in fact pay off 
later in terms of career goals.  I would 
also remind myself that I still need to 
put forth the high level of effort and 
maintain a high standard for my work 
ethic.  Basically, remind myself not to 
put in less effort having known my pro-
fessional goals would be accomplished.

3) I have always enjoyed the 
personalities and shared common 
interests within the EPI seniors and 
the Metal seniors.  They are good 
people, and I look forward to seeing 
what their futures hold for them.

4) Work hard, don’t give up.  
Whatever it is you want to achieve 
or do, don’t stop until you get it.  If 
your goals are realistic, you can do it.  
Some will have to work a lot harder 
than they’re used to however; and 
whatever is assigned or whatever 
the job is you canNOT just blow off 
the parts you feel are less important 
or you don’t have time to do.  They 
schoolwork or job needs to be com-
plete, in entirety and on time.

Ms. Lenhart
1) All of the end of the year 

activities, especially our trip 
to the Santa Cruz Boardwalk 
and Powder Puff football.

2) Go to more athlet-
ic events and apply for more 
scholarships at Cal Poly.

3) Having conversations 
with them about life, college, 
vacations, and family.

4) Enjoy your time with friends 
and roommates, but also find a quiet 
place where you can study alone.  Also, 
know where to get help and find study 
groups for the extra tough classes.

Write for the Eagle Eye Newspaper in 
2019-2020

Sign up for the class or join the club
Details in room S1
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Baseball team thrives, despite 
falling short in playoff bid

Zaid Ali
Staff Writer

El Camino’s baseball team 
of 2018-2019 has had an in-
credible season this year ending 
with the record of 13-14. 

“The season has been fun.”  
said Carson Kohls (‘20) “The down 
part is we didn’t make playoffs, 
but it was still a great season.” 

Despite the unfortunate outcome 
of the team not making it to playoffs, 
they definitely have had fun and, “It 
was better than last year. We beat a 
couple of teams we lost to last year” 
said Kohls (‘20) demonstrating the 
team is learning and will hopefully 
make it to playoffs next season. Not 
only are the players getting along 
but also the coach which shows a 
great chemistry that will definitely 

lead to positive outcomes in the 
future for El Camino’s baseball team. 
Brad Burkett was asked who plays 
first base on the team, how long do 
they practice usually practice.

“Usually 2 and a half hours 
and probably league 2 days a week 
and non league 4-6 days a week 
depending on games,” he said.

The MVP players this sea-
son were, Carson Kohls (‘20) 
and Nick Kasperian (‘19).

Brad Burkett described 
both players as “incredible”.

“They demonstrate great athleti-
cism and also sportsmanship inside the 
field and outside the field qualifying 
them to be the MVPs of this years’ 
baseball season here at El Camino.”

 The team is for sure improv-
ing and hopefully next season 
they make it to playoffs.

PHOTO COURTESY OF BLAKE MOSER
Senior players from the varsity team celebrate after a game. The team honored the 
graduating players at a senior night versus Capital Christian.

Dive
Caroline Waraas

ECHS
Student-Athletes

of the Month
 June 2019

Varsity Boys Golf 
Jimmy Cho

Varsity Track & Field
Sariyah Horne-Kemp

Varsity Baseball
Carson Kohls

Boys JV Volleyball

Varsity Track & Field
Zachary Broyles

Boys JV Tennis
Edison Allen

Matt Scotes

Tune into KYDS 91.5 Fm over the summer
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Softball team fights hard this season 

The El Camino softball 
team didn’t have the best season 
this year. The Eagles went 4-8 
in league and 5-13 overall. 

The girls went through many 
injuries that affected them but still 
kept their heads high. After Haleigh 
Barlow (‘21) a starting pitcher, Na-
talie Galyean (‘20) an out field and 
third base, Katie Matthews (‘20) a 
third base and outfielder were injured 
the team had three pitchers that 
alternated  and rotated and pull up 
more freshman to help out the team.

Barlow was little bit bummed 
out and she explained, “I got 
hurt during the season, but 
there is always next year”.  

Galyean looked to the positive.
“Although this season was hard 

at times, we all had to keep our heads 
held high and look at the positives”. 
Galyean also explained, “Every 
team has its ups and downs, but we 
always had fun with each other”.

Many of the players had fun this 
season even with the season not going 
well. They loved hanging out with 
friends and meeting new players.

Like Barlow explained, “We 
have a lot of underclassmen, so [now 
for the upcoming season] we can 
get to know each other better and 
have a couple more years to play 
together, while inviting some new 
freshman to the softball family”. 

Abby Price (‘20) first base, 
really did try her best to have fun 
with her friends and said “It didn’t 
matter much [losing] because I 
had with fun with my close friends 
Taj, Alexis, Mary, and Emma”.

Fernando Garcia
Co-SportS editor

Swim and Dive makes postseason 
Zaid Ali 

Staff Writer

El Caminos swim team of 
2018-2019 has had an extraor-
dinary season with 17 athlete 
swimmers making it to sections.

“The season has been great,” said 
Coach Kyle Keller. “We have had the 
strongest boys’ team we have had 
since I have been the coach. The boys 
only lost only dual meet all year. The 
girls have been in a rebuilding year 
after graduating a strong class of 
seniors last year,” said Coach Keller.

Despite the boys accomplishments, 
the girls team are still finding that 
bond with new athletes to rebuild that 
chemistry they have built up last year 
with the seniors who have graduated.

“I wouldn’t say this year was 
better or worse than past year’s. 
Each year is different. What is 
important is that the swimmers 
are improving and having fun.” 

With all the great accomplish-

ments both teams have achieved, 
they’re improving and having a lot of 
fun which is an important factor in any 
sport spirit here in El Camino.  “Rylie 
Jones (‘19) was the first swimmer 
from El Camino to qualify for state.  At 
the meet she got 14th in the 100 fly.”

Although the dive team is coached 
off campus, Keller had good things 
to say about the small team.

“We had two accomplished 
divers this year.” said Coach Keller 
“Caroline Waraas (‘21) and Max 
Rybarczyk (‘19).  They both had 
great seasons.  They both qualified for 
sections and placed in the top 16.” 

Both athletes who participated in 
the dive section of the sport have had 
a great year and had great accomplish-
ments qualifying for sections. It’s great 
knowing the players are enjoying their 
time swimming for El Camino, and 
moving forward accomplishing great 
achievements that will certainly help 
them find opportunities in the future.

El Camino’s boys tennis has had 
overall, a satisfactory record. This 
year, 2018-2019 El Camino boys 
tennis players have had an outstanding 
records than of past years. Our boys 
tennis team last year ended up with a 
record of 2-8. This year’s record ended 
up being 3-7. Their coach Rick Seto 
said,”Honesty is the fact that tennis 
does not hire referees to monitor play; 
the players themselves make the line 
calls. We get lots of compliments from 
other coaches on the sportsmanship 
and efforts our players put into their 
matches.” According to Rick Seto, “The 
boys have represented the school with 
honesty and pride because thats all 
what tennis is about: honesty.” Their 
practices were challenging as the coach 
remarked due to the rain but, that 
didn’t stop the players from striving 
on the court as they always attempted 
to improve each day we meet”. Al-

Boys tennis improves on court 
Selam Weldeslassie

Staff Writer

Boys golf team gains experience
Chris Johnson

Staff Writer

El Camino has many good 
sports programs on the rise. One 
of these is the boys golf team, who 
had an ok season this year. 

I was able to meet with the 
coach, Robert Cvitano, and two of 
the players, Joey Cox (‘21) and 
Jimmy Cho (‘20) to talk about the 
team’s strengths and future, among 
other topics. There was another 
Eagle who went to divisionals, Evan 
Smith (‘21)  who didn’t actually 
participate because he wasn’t feeling 
well. Cvitano has been coaching 
the boys golf team for 11 years, and 
the girls golf team for 7 years. 

I talked to the coach, Bob Cvitano, 
and asked him a couple of questions. 
When I asked what he thought the 
team’s strengths were, he responded 
“Youth, we have everybody coming 
back next year, we had a really good 
year, and they’re all coming back”. 

My next question was about how 
well the team got along, and Coach 
Cvitano replied “Real good, Jimmy 
has been a good addition to the 
team and they all get along good. 

When speaking about the regular 
season they had, his thoughts were 
“Really good, we’ve done real well this 
year, we surprised Christian Brothers 
and beat them once, and got a lot of 
experience, and like I said I expect 
next year we’ll be in the hunt”. 

He also said the future looks 
very good. Joey and Jimmy, both 
experienced golfers who both have 
been golfing for 4-6 years thought 
the team has solid comradery, and 
that that’s one of their strengths. 
Cox said the team “gets along great, 

we joke around a lot and coach puts 
up with us,” and Cho agreed.

Joey said his favorite thing about 
golf is “the atmosphere, the nature, 
and being able to see the ball go where 
I want it.” His least favorite thing 
about golf is “when I have a bad day 
on the putting green”. As for Jimmy, 
his favorite thing is “just being out-
doors and having fun”. And his least 
favorite thing is “the slow pace of 
play”. Joey and Jimmy played in the 
divisional on May 6. At the divisional, 
held at Ridge Golf Course & Events 
Center in Auburn, California, Jimmy 
shot an 82 and Joey shot an 89. 

Unfortunately for them, Jimmy 
and Joey’s scores were not good 
enough to move on. After the season, 
I was able to sit down with Joey again, 
and I asked him a few more questions. 

He said he believes the stron-
gest part of his game is around the 
green, such as chipping, and that 
he needs to work on his long irons. 
As mentioned earlier, the eagles 
shocked Christian Brothers, and 
Joey shot a 41 in that game, his best 
score of the season. He also believes 
that Christian Brothers will be their 
biggest competition next year. 

Another thing that came from 
that win was Joey’s best memory from 
the season, when he and the team 
went to Wenelli’s Pizza afterwards. 

He also said his favorite club to 
use throughout the season was the 
3 wood, and he said its because it 
“feels great when you get all of it.”

The golf team has a lot to look 
forward to in the future, because 
they are a young team who will only 
get better with time. It’s definitely 
important to stay on the lookout 
for this squad in the future.

Track and field finishes strong
Je’mall Francois Jr.

Staff Writer

The El camino high school 2018-19 
track team has had an amazing 2018-
19 season, even though they had very 
few runners for all sprinting events 
including long distance. Jasiah Mc-
Cray (‘19), one of the track athletes 
said “One major difference this year 
was that we had a rough start. A lot of 
sprints were coming off past injuries 
and a lot of people just didn’t stick with 
it. We had a new head coach so it took 
time for some to get used to. I don’t 
think there was much we could’ve 
worked on this year and we were pretty 
solid once we got it together.” Another 
athlete Isaac Arthur (‘19) said “It 
felt amazing going to masters for the 
first time in a really long time. We 
worked really hard for something that 
the boys [track team] hasn’t gone to 

in a long time.” Jacob Taylor (‘19) 
he felt happy of being in the history 
record of the track team. Taylor said 
“I feel happy of being in the history 
record of the track team of El Camino… 
It was a great accomplishment. I never 
thought I would be in the history books 
of El Camino sports.” Head coach 
Douglas Barnes also felt great about 
the season. He said “I feel great our 
distance team has been doing strong 
with three people making it to sections, 
three in throws, and the relay team for 
the sprinters along with Arthur n the 
400.” He also says that the next sea-
son, the roster will be shorten. “We’re 
losing a lot of runners on all the teams 
because we have so many seniors 
this year, including my daughter.”

though, the team was working greatly 
together some of the players that 

got awards from Coach Rick for 
their efforts and personality are: 
Sam Smith (‘20) as the MVP, 

Steven Taylor (‘20) as the All 
League, Bryce Palmer (‘20) as the 
Most Improved, Kody Bates (‘20) 
as the Coaches Award and Nate Lane 
(‘20) as the Eagle Award. Smith 
who was named as the team MVP 
added that the rain was a challenge.

“We practiced even when the 
weather was just awful but I believe 
our hard work paid off,” he said.

“Even our record im-
proved this year.”

Lane agrees.
“This year our team has worked 

more closely than ever, we com-
municate effectively and use our 
time in practices wisely. Out on 
the court, we don’t have anyone to 
tell us what to do we used our in-
tegrity and our skills we developed 
during our practices,” he said.  

Spring Season Recap
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Boys volleyball battles in playoffs despite rules violations

Fernando Garcia
Co-SportS editor

stopped the comeback with a 25-19 
win in the last set of the match. 

The boys wanted to win that 
match to redeem themselves of 
almost not making the playoffs after 
the team had to forfeit two games 
due to breaking the CIF rules.  

“From our setback in the middle 
of the season, the idea of not making 
playoffs was devastating. Everything 
that we had worked for could’ve easily 
been taken from us on a technicality. 

The El Camino Boys Volleyball 
Team won their first playoff game 
this season (3-0), at home, against 
Florin High School. The game was 
a blowout for the Eagles, but in 
the last set, Florin looked like they 
were about to have a comeback. But 
Griffin Walters (‘19), Freddy Batiratu 
(‘19), and Carson Mitchell (‘20) 

But, all of our efforts paid off when we 
figured out that we made it. Making it 
to playoffs is such a blessing. It gives 
us a chance to show how we work as 
a team and is our chance to even the 
playing field,” Walters remarked. 

Batiratu felt great on coming 
back from the setback, that really 
fired him up to play again. But it also 
meant that playoff would be a little 
more difficult because they were going 
into it as a lower seed. Which meant 
the Eagles would have to play the 
higher seeds in the first few rounds. 
The first round of playoffs against 
Florin High School was easier than 
they had expected, but the road to 
sections would only get tougher, but 
the boys were ready to handle it.  

After winning against Florin, the 
Eagles went on to face Placer High 
School at Placer High School on May 2. 

The boys took home a 3-1 win at 
Placer and then prepared to face their 
biggest volleyball rival: Vista Del Lago. 

On May 7, the El Camino 
Boys Volleyball Team faced Vista 
Del Lago in the Semi-Final of the 
2019 CIF Sac-Joaquin Section 
Boys Volleyball Division II.

The Eagles beat Vista Del Lago 3-1. 
In the fourth set, the Eagles won 26-24 
by a spike from Kody Haynie (‘20). 

One of the main stars of the game 
was Walters, “It felt amazing to prove 
to everyone that we have what it 
takes. It was a huge sigh of relief.” 

Many of the players were also 
happy and relieved that they won the 
game, they wanted to prove every-
one they can make a come back. 

Evan Bloom (’20), was so re-
lieved that they beat Vista Del Lago, 
“It felt like we were able to redeem 
ourselves, with the loss that happened 
at the beginning of the league, with 
two of your best players not being 
eligible to play for a few games.” 

Ben Dahlberg (‘19), a middle 
felt like that, “Was a moment I 
knew that we have been prac-

ticing so hard for all year.”
The crowd at Vista Del Lago 

was especially obnoxious in the first 
set of the game when the Eagles 
were down by 10 points. It was not 
until the Eagles were coming back 
to beat them in the first set when the 
crowd finally began to calm down. 

When the fourth set came, the 
crowds on both sides started to cheer 
loud. The game became so anxious that 
each team was rallying back and forth. 
When one of the teams scored a point 
their supporters would cheer loudly. 

Then, the game came to a 
24-24 score and the Eagles were 
able to beat them out 26-24.

Many of the people at the game 
were pumped and cheering for the 
Eagles. It was very stressful to watch 
for everyone and watching the score 
fluctuate, but after the game ended 
everyone lost it with excitement. 

“It was definitely a game to re-
member” explained Lorelei Fosnight 
(‘20). Haleigh Singleton (’20) was “so 
pumped and proud of all the boys and 
to be an Eagle. It’s such an amazing 
game to watch and cheer on the boys.”

Many students at the game came 
on the court to celebrate the win the 
boys and the Screaming Eagles were 
fantastic, cheering on the boys and 
having very good school spirit but 
with respect. Fosnight and Singleton 
were with the Screaming Eagles and 
Fosnight mentioned, “It was really 
exciting being in the first row of 
the bleachers because you can see 
anything that was going on. Doing 
all the cheers really showed how 
many people came to support the 
boys and made the game more fun.”

The boys then went on to play 
Whitney High School in the Division II 
Boys Volleyball Championship Game. 

Unfortunately, the boys lost, 
but the EC Community was very 
proud of how far they got and 
look forward to seeing Volleyball 
continue to succeed at EC. 

PHOTO BY FERNANDO GARCIA 

At the beginning of the season they were ranked high in the country, but fell due to 
player suspensions. 

Track makes strides at Sections

PHOTO COURTESY OF MAIA TONOUKOUIN 

The girls 4 X 100 relay team qualified for the first day of the section meet at Golden 
Valley High School in Merced. The boys team advanced to Masters.

The track team at El Camino 
made great strides this season, 
with multiple people qualifying 
from CAL Champs to Sections. 

The league qualifying meet 
was hosted here at El Camino, and 
Sariyah Horne (‘22) qualified in 
shot put and won discus, Zachary 
Broyles(‘19) got third in shotput, 
Izzy Steinbrecher (‘19) got sixth 
at league for discus, Maia Tonouk-
ouin (‘19), Saige Miranda (‘20), 
Hanna Szabo (‘20) and Tori Szabo 
(‘22) for the girls team and Jacob 
Taylor (‘19), Jasiah McCray (‘19), 
Ryan Castro (‘20), and Jasani 
Harris (‘22) for the boys qualified 
in the 4x100 meters, Sarah Chaves 
(‘19) and Claire Chaves (‘21)for 
the mile, Alyssa Barnes (‘19) and 
Isaac Arthur (‘19) for the 400 
meters, and Chaves (‘19) in the 800. 
Barnes, Miranda, Chaves and Chaves  
also moved through CAL Champs 

Alyssa “Pumpkin” Barnes
Co-SportS editor

to Sections in the 4x400 meters.
The qualifiers would then travel 

down to Merced to race at Golden 
Valley High School for Sections. At 
the first day of Sections on May 7th, 
Broyles shot 39-04.5 and got third, 
Horne threw 107-04 in discus and was 
the Section champion, Steinbreche 
threw 92-05 and got second in discus, 
the boys 4x100 meter team qualified 
through to the next round without the 
girls, along with Arthur  and Barnes 
in the 400, Chaves in the mile and the 
800, and the varsity girls 4x400 team. 

The next day of Sections, May 
9th, Chaves won the mile and 
qualified in the 800 along with the 
varsity boys 4x100 team and Arthur 
in the 400. Chaves, the 4x100 team 
and Arthur moved on to Masters 
on May 17th and May 18th. 

At the Masters meet, Chaves ran 
the 800 and came in 17th with a 2:22 
and did not advance  to the second day. 
The boys 4 X 100 ran the first day of 
Masters and came through at 44.11 in 
14th but did not qualify further. Horne 
placed 10th in discus with a 107-05. 


